Chloramines

What does the US Federal Government say?

What are they?

• The US EPA currently believes monochloramine treatment to be safe for
bathing and human consumption.
• The US EPA states, “There are few studies on how monochloramine affects
human health”, and “Compared to chlorine, water treated with monochloramine
may contain higher concentrations of some unregulated disinfection byproducts”.
• Although currently approved without regulation, US EPA scientists are
currently studying the unregulated disinfection byproducts that form in water
treated with monochloramine.

Chloramines are a chemical mixture of chlorine and

• The US EPA states that “Changes in water chemistry from monochloramine use may impact lead or other contaminent

ammonia, often added to the public water supply before

levels”. They further state that “Changes in water chemistry can make water more corrosive, which may lead to pipe

it is delivered to homes and businesses. Typically, they are

corrosion (in the distribution system and home plumbing) and the release of lead or other contaminents into the water.

found in the form of (and referred to as) “monochloramine”.

• The US EPA confirms that monochloramine is harmful to aquarium fish because they directly enter the bloodstream
through the gills, and that it must be removed from water used in dialysis machines because this water comes in direct

What has changed?

contact with blood.					

(taken from “Chloramine Q&A’s” 2/24/09, US EPA)

What are others saying?
Many other (non-governmental) groups are not as
convinced as to the saftey of chloramine use. In addition
to bad taste and odors, a simple internet search yields the
following chloramine-related health concerns.
On January 4, 2006, the US EPA published the “Stage 2
Disinfection Byproducts Rule” as a response to scientific
studies

linking

byproducts

of

chlorine

disinfection

(disinfection byproducts, or DBP’s) to increased levels of
cancer and other reproductive and developmental health
risks. This new rule, which became fully effective in October

• IMMUNE SYSTEM PROBLEMS
• RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS

(due to chloramine vapors in the air)

• SKIN PROBLEMS (itching, rashes, dry skin)

2013, has significantly changed the way in which many cities

• DIGESTIVE AND GASTRIC PROBLEM

disinfect the water they deliver to homes and businesses.

• KIDNEY AND BLOOD PROBLEMS

Meeting these new limits on regulated DBP’s can be difficult;
so many cities have decided to switch from disinfecting
with chlorine to a process that utilizes monochloramine.
This change helps lower the levels of these DBP’s.

(Taken from www.chloramine.org.)

For a detailed summary of these concerns, visit Citizens
Concerned About Chloramine at www.chloramine.org.

Note that not all municipalities are using chloramine
treatment. Contact your local Public Works Department
to find information on disinfection methods used within
your city.
While there continues to be significant controversy
surrounding the use of monochloramine in public water
disinfection, there are steps you can take within your own
home. Chloramines can be removed from water by using
specially designed household treatment filters.
Water Control Corporation can provide you with several
options for treatment in your home’s plumbing system.

WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

CHLORAMINES
My city treats its water
with chloramines

MultiMAX
for Chloramine Removal
PLUS water softening

MultiMAX LS
for Chloramine Removal

WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO MY FAMILY?
Water Control Corporation
7150 143rd Ave NW • Ramsey, MN 55303
Phone: 866-405-1268 • Fax: 763-427-5665
www.watercontrolinc.com
© Water Control Corporation 0114

